
 

 

 

American League Player’s Agreement 

Article 1 Definitions 

1.1 Terms defined in the preamble of this Agreement have their assigned 
meanings, and each of the following terms has the meaning assigned to it: 

(a) “Agreement” means this American League Player’s Agreement, as 
amended from time to time, and Exhibit A. 

(b) “American League Regulations” has the meaning assigned to it in 
Section 6.1. 

(c) “Club” means the Chicago White Sox.  
 

(d) “Club Activities” includes the Club’s practices, games, and any other 
occasion as the Owner designates. 

 
(e) “Commissioner” means the American League Commissioner, 

Kenesaw Mountain Landis. 
 
(f) “Owner” means Charles Comiskey. 

(g) “Payment” has the meaning assigned to it in Section 4.1.  

(h) “Player” means Joe Jackson. 

(i) “Suspension Term” means the period beginning on the date the 
Player receives the notice of suspension and ending on the date to be 
determined by the person suspending. 

(j) “Term” has the meaning assigned to it in Articles 3 and 5. 

 
Article 2 Hiring of the Player 

2.1 Employment.   The Owner shall employ the Player to perform 
services for him, and the Player shall work for the Owner, under the terms of this 
Agreement. 

Article 3 Provision of Services 

3.1 Quality of Services.  During the period in which the Club shall 
employ the Player (the “Term”), the Player shall: 
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(a) perform his best services as a baseball player, at such times and places 
as the Club designates, by fully participating in all Club Activities; 

(b) devote his entire professional time, attention, and energies to the 
performance of the Club Activities; and 

(c) maintain himself, as confirmed by the Club’s trainer, in the best 
physical condition for all Club Activities, including but not limited to 
complying with the American League’s fitness and nutrition regimen 

unless the Club has received prior notice from the Club’s licensed physician. 

Article 4 Salary 

4.1 Salary.  The Club shall pay the Player at a rate of $______ per year 
(the “Payment”). 

Article 5 Term 

5.1 Term.  The Term of the Player’s employment under this Agreement 
begins on   ____, 19XX, and ends on ______, 19XX, or any other period as the Club 
may designate, unless terminated earlier in accordance with the provisions of this 
Agreement. 

Article 6 Compliance with American League Regulations  

6.1 Definition.  “American League Regulations” means the 
regulations the American League publishes, including the regulations of all of the 
baseball games listed in the Club Activities, substantially in the form of Exhibit A. 

6.2 Compliance.  The Player shall comply with the American League 
Regulations. 

6.3 Dishonesty or Deceit.  The Player shall not conduct himself in a 
dishonest or deceitful manner [while participating in or preparing for Club 
Activities]. 

Article 7 Noncompetition 

7.1 Covenant Not to Compete. The Player shall not engage in any game 
or exhibition of baseball, football, basketball, or other athletic sport, at any time 
during the Term, unless 

(a) the Player has obtained the prior written consent of the American 
League; or 

(b) the game or exhibition of baseball, football, basketball, or other 
athletic sport is a Club Activity. 
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Article 8 Suspension 

8.1 Written Agreement.  The Owner or Commissioner may suspend the 
Player at any time by written notice. 

8.2 Suspension by the Commissioner. 

(a) Grounds for Suspension.  The Commissioner may suspend the 
Player without pay by written notice to the Player at any time if[ the 
covenants stated in Article 6 have not been satisfied or waived on or 
before the end of the Term.] 

(b) Communication between the Owner and the Commissioner.  If 
the Commissioner decides to suspend this Agreement under Section 
8.2(a), he shall confer with the Owner before suspending this 
Agreement, but the Owner’s permission to suspend is not necessary. 

(c) Effective Date of Suspension.  If the Commissioner suspends this 
Agreement under Section 8.2(a), the suspension is effective when the 
Player receives the Commissioner’s written notice of suspension. 

(d) Consequences of Suspension.  

(i) Services.   

(A) Services Suspension. If the Commissioner suspends 
this Agreement under Section 8.2(a), the Player shall no 
longer provide his services to the Owner during the 
Suspension Term. 

(1) Services Resumption. The Player shall resume providing his 
services for the Owner,  

(2) The Commissioner is satisfied that the Player is 
ready, able, and willing to resume his services in 
the manner as provided in Article 6. 

(ii) Payment Obligation 

(A) Payment Suspension.  If the Commissioner suspends 
this Agreement under Section 8.2(a),  the Player is not 
entitled to be paid his salary during the Suspension Term. 

(B) Payment Resumption. The Commissioner may resume 
Payment to the Player, if the following conditions are met: 

(1) The Commissioner has suspended the Agreement 
under Section 8.2(a). 
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(2) The Commissioner is satisfied that the Player is 
ready, able, and willing to resume his services in 
the manner as provided in Article 6. 

8.3 Suspension by the Owner 

(a) Grounds for Suspension.  The Owner may suspend this Agreement 
by written notice to the Player at any time if the covenants stated in 
Articles 2, 3, and 7 have not been satisfied or waived on or before the 
end of the Term. 

(b) Communication between the Owner and the American League 
Commissioner.  If the Owner decides to suspend this Agreement 
under Section 8.3(a), he shall confer with the Commissioner before 
suspending this Agreement, although the Commissioner’s permission 
to suspend is not necessary. 

(c) Effective Date of Suspension.  If the Owner suspends this 
Agreement under Section 8.3(a), the suspension is effective when the 
Player receives the Owner’s written notice of suspension. 

(d) Consequences of Suspension.  

(i) Services.   

(A) Services Suspension. If the Owner suspends this 
Agreement under Section 8.3(a), the Player shall no 
longer provide his services to the Owner during the 
Suspension Term. 

(B) Services Resumption. The Player shall resume 
providing his services for the Owner, if both of the 
following conditions are met: 

(1) The Owner has suspended the Agreement under 
Section 8.3(a).  

(2) The Owner satisfied that the Player is ready, able, 
and willing to resume his services in the manner as 
provided in Articles 2, 3, and 7. 

 
(ii) Payment Obligation 

(A) Payment Suspension.  If the Owner suspends this 
Agreement under Section 8.3(a), the Owner may suspend 
Payment for the Suspension Term. 
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(B) Payment Resumption. The Owner may resume 
Payment to the Player, if the following conditions are met: 

(1) The Owner has suspended the Agreement under 
Section 8.3(a). 

(2) The Owner is satisfied that the Player is ready, 
able, and willing to resume his services in the 
manner as provided in Articles 2, 3, and 7. 

 
Article 9 Termination 

9.1 Written Agreement. The Owner or Commissioner may terminate this 
Agreement at any time by written notice. 

9.2 Termination by the Commissioner 

(a) Grounds for Termination.   The Commissioner may terminate this 
Agreement by written notice to the Player at any time if the covenants 
stated in Article 6 have not been satisfied or waived on or before the 
end of the Term. 

(b) Communication between the Owner and the Commissioner.  If 
the Commissioner decides to terminate this Agreement under 9.2(a), 
he shall confer with the Owner before suspending this Agreement, 
although the Owner’s permission to terminate is not necessary. 

(c) Effective Date of Termination. If the Commissioner terminates this 
Agreement under Section 9.2(a), the termination is effective when the 
Player receives the Commissioner’s written notice of termination. 

(d) Consequences of Termination.  If the Commissioner terminates 
this Agreement under Section 9.2(a) 

(i) the Player shall no longer provide his services to the Owner; 

(ii) the Owner shall no longer provide Payment to the Player; and 

(iii) neither party has any further rights or obligations under this 
Agreement, except for the Club’s rights and the Player’s 
obligations arising from any one or more of the Player’s breaches 
of covenants. 

 



 

6 

9.3 Termination by the Owner 

(a) Grounds for Termination.   The Owner may terminate this 
Agreement by written notice to the Player at any time if the covenants 
stated in Articles 2, 3, and 7 have not been satisfied or waived on or 
before the end of the Term. 

(b) Communication between the Owner and American League 
Commissioner.  If the Owner decides to terminate this Agreement 
under 9.3(a), he shall confer with the Commissioner before suspending 
this Agreement, although the Commissioner’s permission to terminate 
is not necessary. 

(c) Effective Date of Termination. If the Owner terminates this 
Agreement under Section 9.3(a), the termination is effective when the 
Player receives the Owner’s written notice of termination. 

(d) Consequences of Termination.  If the Owner terminates this 
Agreement under Section 9.3(a) 

(i) the Player shall no longer provide his services to the Owner; 

(ii) the Owner shall no longer provide Payment to the Player; and 

(iii) neither party has any further rights or obligations under this 
Agreement, except for the Club’s rights and the Player’s 
obligations arising from any one or more of the Player’s breaches 
of covenants. 
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